
SECTION 201 
 

CLEARING AND GRUBBING 
 
201.1  GENERAL 
 
This work shall consist of removing natural and 
man-made objectionable material from the 
right-of-way, construction areas, road approaches, 
material and borrow sites, areas through which 
ditches and channels are to be excavated, and such 
other areas as may be shown on the plans.  Clearing 
and grubbing shall be performed in advance of 
grading operations except that in cuts over 3 feet in 
depth, grubbing may be done simultaneously with 
excavation, provided stumps, roots, embedded 
wood, foundations and slabs are removed as 
specified.  Clearing and grubbing shall be in 
accordance with the requirements herein specified, 
such as erosion control requirements.  Demolition of 
structures, other than foundations or slabs, shall be 
as shown on the plans. 
 
201.2  REFERENCES 
 
201.3  PRESERVATION OF PROPERTY 
 
Existing improvements, adjacent property, utility and 
other facilities, and trees and plants not to be 
removed shall be protected from injury or damage 
resulting from the CONTRACTOR's operations.  
Only trees and plants designated or marked for 
removal by the ENGINEER shall be removed. 
 
201.4  CONSTRUCTION METHODS 
 
201.4.1  The natural ground surface shall be cleared 
of vegetable growth, such as trees, tree stumps, 
logs, roots or downed trees, brush, grass, weeds, 
and surface boulders, as well as fences, walls, 
rubbish, foundations and slabs. 
 
201.4.2  Unless otherwise shown on the plans, the 
entire area of the project within the limit lines 
specified below shall be cleared and grubbed.  No 
payment will be made to the CONTRACTOR for 
clearing and grubbing outside these limits, unless 
such work is authorized by the ENGINEER. 
 
201.5  LIMIT LINES:  Except when limit lines for 
clearing and grubbing are shown on the plans or are 
staked by the ENGINEER, clearing and grubbing 
shall extend only within reasonable limits of the work 
area. 
 
201.6  REMOVAL OF TREES AND TREE 
BRANCHES 
 
201.6.1  Trees shall be removed in such a manner 
as not to injure standing trees, plants, and 

improvements which are to remain.  Tree branches 
extending over a roadway and which clear finish 
grade by 12 feet or less shall be cut off close to the 
boles in a workmanlike manner.  
 
201.6.2  Trees requiring trimming to facilitate normal 
construction operations shall be trimmed by a tree 
surgeon. 
 
201.7 REMOVAL AND DISPOSAL OF DEBRIS 
 
Debris to be removed shall be disposed of outside 
the right-of-way at a location satisfactory to the 
ENGINEER, except when burning of combustible 
debris is permitted.  The area to be graded and 
adjacent areas shall be left with a neat and finished 
appearance.  No accumulation of flammable material 
shall remain on or adjacent to the property line.  In 
case burning precedes construction operations, the 
piles may be placed in the center of the area; 
otherwise, the piles shall be placed in the most 
convenient location at the side of the area and 
beyond slope lines where they may be burned 
without damage to surrounding forest cover or 
adjacent property.  Burning shall be done in 
conformance with local regulations and at such times 
and in such manner as to prevent the fire from 
spreading to areas adjoining the construction site.  In 
areas where burning is prohibited by local 
regulations, all removed material shall be disposed in 
an approved solid waste disposal site. 
 
201.8 REMOVAL AND DISPOSAL OF  

SALVAGEABLE ITEMS 
 
Items and materials of salvage value as shown on 
the plans or as determined by the ENGINEER, 
unless incorporated in the new work, shall remain 
the property of the OWNER and shall be delivered to 
approved storage areas as directed by the 
ENGINEER.  Such items and materials shall be 
carefully removed and delivered in such a manner as 
to permit re-use. 
 
201.9  MEASUREMENT AND PAYMENT 
 
201.9.1  CLEARING AND GRUBBING: 
 
201.9.1.1  When the proposal includes an item for 
clearing and grubbing, the quantity for measurement 
shall be as indicated in the Bid Proposal. 
 
201.9.1.2  The unit price per acre paid for clearing 
and grubbing shall include full compensation for 
furnishing all labor, materials, tools, equipment, and 
incidentals and for doing all the work involved in 

201-1 



clearing and grubbing as shown on the plans, as 
provided in these specifications and as directed by 
the ENGINEER, including the removal and disposal 
of resulting material. 
 
201.9.1.3  When the Bid Proposal does not include a 
pay item for clearing and grubbing as above 
specified and unless otherwise specified in the 
Supplementary Specifications, full compensation for 
any necessary clearing and grubbing required to 
perform construction operations specified shall be 
considered as included in the price paid for other 
items of work and no additional compensation will be 
allowed therefore. 
 
201.9.2  REMOVAL AND DISPOSAL OF TREES:  If 
the Bid Proposal includes separate estimates of 
quantities for the removal of trees, the trees shall be 
classified by size as follows: 
 
201.9.2.1 Trees less than 12 inches in circumference 
at 3 feet above the original ground surface shall be 
considered as included in the price for clearing and 
grubbing or excavation, and no additional 
compensation will be allowed therefor. 

 
201.9.2.2  Trees between 12 and 30 inches in 
circumference shall be measured as a unit price for 
each tree in the item provided in the Bid Proposal for 
trees of this dimension. 
 
201.9.2.3  Trees more than 30 inches in 
circumference shall be measured as a unit price for 
each tree in the item provided in the Bid Proposal for 
trees of this dimension. 
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